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A Brief History Of The Romans
Western civilization began in the Middle East: Judaism and
Christianity, as well as Islam, were born there. For over a
millennium, the Islamic empires were ahead of the West in
learning, technology and medicine, and were militarily far
more powerful. It took another three hundred centuries for
the West to catch up, and overtake, the Middle East. Why
does it seem different now? Why does Osama bin Laden see
1918, with the fall of the Ottoman Empire, as the year
everything changed? These issues are explained in historical
detail here, in a way that deliberately seeks to go behind
the rhetoric to the roots of present conflicts. A Brief
History of the Middle East is essential reading for an
intelligent reader wanting to understand what one of the
world's key regions is all about. Fully updated with a new
section on the Iraq Invasion of 2003, the question of Iran
and the full context of the Isreali/Palestine conflict.
This lively and fascinating text traces the key developments
in computation – from 3000 B.C. to the present day – in an
easy-to-follow and concise manner. Topics and features:
ideal for self-study, offering many pedagogical features
such as chapter-opening key topics, chapter introductions
and summaries, exercises, and a glossary; presents detailed
information on major figures in computing, such as Boole,
Babbage, Shannon, Turing, Zuse and Von Neumann; reviews the
history of software engineering and of programming
languages, including syntax and semantics; discusses the
progress of artificial intelligence, with extension to such
key disciplines as philosophy, psychology, linguistics,
neural networks and cybernetics; examines the impact on
society of the introduction of the personal computer, the
World Wide Web, and the development of mobile phone
technology; follows the evolution of a number of major
technology companies, including IBM, Microsoft and Apple.
**THE MULTI-MILLION COPY BESTSELLER** 'Interesting and
provocative... It gives you a sense of how briefly we've
been on this Earth' Barack Obama What makes us brilliant?
What makes us deadly? What makes us Sapiens? Yuval Noah
Harari challenges everything we know about being human.
Earth is 4.5 billion years old. In just a fraction of that
time, one species among countless others has conquered it:
us. In this bold and provocative book, Yuval Noah Harari
Page 1/13

Download File PDF A Brief History Of The Romans
explores who we are, how we got here and where we're going.
The perfect gift for curious readers this Christmas.
________________ PRAISE FOR SAPIENS: 'Jaw-dropping from the
first word to the last... It may be the best book I've ever
read' Chris Evans 'Sweeps the cobwebs out of your brain...
Radiates power and clarity' Sunday Times 'It altered how I
view our species and our world' Guardian 'Startling... It
changes the way you look at the world' Simon Mayo 'I would
recommend Sapiens to anyone who's interested in the history
and future of our species' Bill Gates **ONE OF THE
GUARDIAN'S 100 BEST BOOKS OF THE 21st CENTURY**
At the turn of the 19th century, the Ottoman Empire
straddled three continents and encompassed extraordinary
ethnic and cultural diversity among the millions of people
living within its borders. This text provides a concise
history of the late empire between 1789 and 1918, turbulent
years marked by incredible social change.
Short History of the Shadow
Homo Deus
From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age
Sapiens
A Brief History of Cryptology and Cryptographic Algorithms
A Brief History of Change, 1970-2000
From the dawn of history to the decline of the Celtic Tiger - how Ireland has been shaped
over the centuries. Ireland has been shaped by many things over the centuries: geography,
war, the fight for liberty. A Brief History of Ireland is the perfect introduction to this
exceptional place, its people and its culture. Ireland has been home to successive groups of
settlers - Celts, Vikings, Normans, Anglo-Scots, Huguenots. It has imported huge ideas,
none bigger than Christianity which it then re-exported to Europe after the fall of the
Roman Empire. In the Tudor era it became the first colony of the developing English
Empire. Its fraught and sometimes brutal relationship with England has dominated its
modern history. Killeen argues that religion was decisive in all this: Ireland remained
substantially Catholic, setting it at odds with the larger island culturally, religiously and
politically. But its own culture and identity have stayed strong, most obviously in literature
with a magnificent tradition of writing from the Book of Kells to the modern masters:
Joyce, Yeats, Beckett and Heaney.
An illustrated, large-format edition of the best-seller has been expanded to encompass the
remarkable advances that have occurred in science and technology over the past eight
years, with a new chapter on Wormholes and Time Travel and more than 240 full-color,
captioned illustrations. 100,000 first printing.
Presents a comprehensive history of the Netherlands from prehistoric settlement through
the twenty-first century.
Spanning centuries and continents, this short work fundamentally reconfigures our view of
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the rise of capitalism on the world stage.
A Philosophical Guide to Living
Luck and the Irish
A Brief History of The Third Reich
From the Phoenicians to the Present Day
A Brief History of the Last 2,000 Years
A Brief History of the Human Race
What will planet Earth be like in twenty years? At mid-century? In the year
2100? Prescient and convincing, this book is a must-read for anyone
concerned about the future. Never has the world offered more promise for
the future and been more fraught with dangers. Attali anticipates an
unraveling of American hegemony as transnational corporations sever the
ties linking free enterprise to democracy. World tensions will be primed for
horrific warfare for resources and dominance. The ultimate question is: Will
we leave our children and grandchildren a world that is not only viable but
better, or in this nuclear world bequeath to them a planet that will be a
living hell? Either way, he warns, the time to act is now.
**THE MILLION COPY BESTSELLER** Sapiens showed us where we came
from. In uncertain times, Homo Deus shows us where we're going. 'Homo
Deus will shock you. It will entertain you. It will make you think in ways you
had not thought before' Daniel Kahneman, bestselling author of Thinking,
Fast and Slow Yuval Noah Harari envisions a near future in which we face a
new set of challenges. Homo Deus explores the projects, dreams and
nightmares that will shape the twenty-first century and beyond - from
overcoming death to creating artificial life. It asks the fundamental
questions: how can we protect this fragile world from our own destructive
power? And what does our future hold?
100 Best Non Fiction Books has its origins in the recent 2 year-long
Observer serial which every week featured a work of non fiction). It is also a
companion volume to McCrum's very successful 100 Best Novels
published by Galileo in 2015. The list of books starts in 1611 with the King
James Bible and ends in 2014 with Elizabeth Kolbert's The Sixth Extinction.
And in between, on this extraordinary voyage through the written treasures
of our culture we meet Pepys' Diaries, Charles Darwin's The Origin of
Species, Stephen Hawking's A Brief History of Time and a whole host of
additional works.
THE book the Time Lords (including the Doctor) read when studying at the
Academy, the full-color in-world history that pieces together the true story
of Gallifrey from the many and contradictory accounts that survived the
Last Great Time War. Doctor Who: A Brief History of Time Lords tells the
story of all of this ancient, legendary civilization, of notable historical
figures, of Gallifrey itself, of the Time War and much more. The planet
Gallifrey. The Shining World of the Seven Systems. Often to be found in the
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constellation of Kasterborous. Birthplace of one of the oldest civilizations
in the universe: The Time Lords. From their technologies and strategies to
the renegades like the Master and the Doctor himself, this is the definitive
guide to the oldest and most powerful civilization in the universe. They
invented black holes, transmits, stellar manipulators, and they atrophied. A
bunch of elderly academics in funny hats, the Time Lords watched the
whole history of creation. This was the civilization that inflicted some of its
most renowned and deadly renegades and criminals on the universe: the
Master, the Rani, the Monk, the War Chief, yet it was also the benevolent
power that rid the cosmos of the Great Vampires, the Racnoss and the
Fendahl. Featuring full-color, never-before-seen illustrations and a beautiful
interior design, this is a highly collectible in-world companion no Whovian
can be without.
The Rise and Fall of the Nazis
The Extraordinary Story of the World's Favourite Drink
Lines
A Brief History of Earth
A Brief History of the Netherlands
A Brief History of the Western World
When tea began to be imported into the West from China in the 17th century, its high price and
heavy taxes made it an immediate target for smuggling and dispute at every level, culminating
in international incidents like the notorious Boston Tea Party. This book investigates the early
history of tea.
Looks at the depiction and meaning of shadows in the history of Western art
A wonderfully concise and readable, yet comprehensive, history of the Mediterranean Sea, the
perfect companion for any visitor -- or indeed, anyone compelled to stay at home. 'The grand
object of travelling is to see the shores of the Mediterranean.' Samuel Johnson, 1776 The
Mediterranean has always been a leading stage for world history; it is also visited each year by
tens of millions of tourists, both local and international. Jeremy Black provides an account in
which the experience of travel is foremost: travel for tourism, for trade, for war, for migration,
for culture, or, as so often, for a variety of reasons. Travellers have always had a variety of
goals and situations, from rulers to slaves, merchants to pirates, and Black covers them all,
from Phoenicians travelling for trade to the modern tourist sailing for pleasure and cruising in
great comfort. Throughout the book the emphasis is on the sea, on coastal regions and on port
cities visited by cruise liners - Athens, Barcelona, Naples, Palermo. But it also looks beyond,
notably to the other waters that flow into the Mediterranean - the Black Sea, the Atlantic, the
Red Sea and rivers, from the Ebro and Rhone to the Nile. Much of western Eurasia and
northern Africa played, and continues to play, a role, directly or indirectly, in the fate of the
Mediterranean. At times, that can make the history of the sea an account of conflict after
conflict, but it is necessary to understand these wars in order to grasp the changing boundaries
of the Mediterranean states, societies and religions, the buildings that have been left, and the
peoples' cultures, senses of identity and histories. Black explores the centrality of the
Mediterranean to the Western experience of travel, beginning in antiquity with the Phoenicians,
Minoans and Greeks. He shows how the Roman Empire united the sea, and how it was later
divided by Christianity and Islam. He tells the story of the rise and fall of the maritime empires
of Pisa, Genoa and Venice, describes how galley warfare evolved and how the Mediterranean
fired the imagination of Shakespeare, among many artists. From the Renaissance and
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Baroque to the seventeenth-century beginnings of English tourism - to the Aegean, Sicily and
other destinations - Black examines the culture of the Mediterraean. He shows how English
naval power grew, culminating in Nelson's famous victory over the French in the Battle of the
Nile and the establishment of Gibraltar, Minorca and Malta as naval bases. Black explains the
retreat of Islam in north Africa, describes the age of steam navigation and looks at how and
why the British occupied Cyprus, Egypt and the Ionian Islands. He looks at the impact of the
Suez Canal as a new sea route to India and how the Riviera became Europe's playground. He
shows how the Mediterranean has been central to two World Wars, the Cold War and ongoing
conflicts in the Middle East. With its focus always on the Sea, the book looks at the fate of port
cities particularly - Alexandria, Salonika and Naples.
Revised and updated throughout, the fourth edition of Brief History of Ancient Greece presents
the political, social, cultural, and economic history and civilization of ancient Greece in all its
complexity and variety. Written by leading authorities on the classical world, this
captivatingstudy covers the entire period from the Bronze Age through the Hellenistic Era,
while integrating the most recent research in archaeology, comparative anthropology, and
social history.
The Last Pagans Or the First Modern Europeans?
The Science of Marking Time, from Stonehenge to Atomic Clocks
A Brief History of Modern Psychology
A Brief History of Humankind
The Illustrated a Brief History of Time
Ancient Origins and Today

This volume tells the story of Christianity through the
individual men and women who shaped it. It is a story of
colossal undertakings and spectacular successes as well as
ferocious intolerance, greed and bloodshed. Bamber Gascoigne
traces a clear path through a complicated history, exploring
the motives, the passions, the fears and the achievements of
the Christians. His approach is objective and he writes in a
conversational style, focusing on moments of significant
detail and a vast and varied cast of characters.
A popular history of the Middle East traces the rise and
spread of Islam throughout this volatile region, the impact
of Western ideas and technology, and Islamic fundamentalism
and its struggle to control the spread of Western thought.
15,000 first printing.
A Brief History of Modern Psychology offers a concise
account of the evolution of this dynamic field—from early
pioneers of psychological theory to cutting-edge
contemporary applications. In this revised third edition,
leading scholar Ludy Benjamin surveys the significant
figures, concepts, and schools of thought that have shaped
modern psychology. Engaging and accessible narrative
provides readers historical and disciplinary context to
modern psychology and encourages further investigation of
the topics and individuals presented. This book provides a
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solid foundational knowledge of psychology’s past, covering
essential areas including prescientific psychology,
physiology and psychophysics, early schools of German and
American psychology, and the origins of applied psychology,
behaviorism, and psychoanalysis. Exploration of 20th century
and contemporary developments, including the emergence of
clinical and cognitive psychology, ensures a complete
overview of the field. The author integrates biographical
information on widely recognized innovators such as Carl
Jung, Wilhelm Wundt, and B.F. Skinner with lesser known
figures including E.B. Titchener, Mary Calkins, and Leta
Hollingworth. This personalistic approach to history allows
readers to understand the theories, research, and practices
of the individuals who laid the foundation to modern
psychology.
A clear-eyed look at the instrumental role drugs have played
in our cultural, social, and spiritual development. • First
American publication of the surprising European bestseller.
• Examines everything from the ancient use of ergot and
datura to the modern phenomenon of "designer" drugs such as
Ecstasy and crack cocaine. From remotest antiquity to the
present era of designer drugs and interdiction, drugs have
played a prominent role in the cultural, spiritual, and
social development of civilizations. Antonio Escohotado
demonstrates how the history of drugs illuminates the
history of humanity as he explores the long relationship
between mankind and mind-altering substances. Hemp, for
example, has been used in India since time immemorial to
stimulate mental agility and sexual prowess. Aristotle's
disciple Theophrastus testifies to the use of datura by the
ancient Greeks and further evidence links the rites at
Eleusis to the ingestion of a hallucinogen. Similar examples
can be found in cultures as diverse as the Celts, the
ancient Egyptians, the Aztecs, and other indigenous peoples
around the world. Professor Escohotado also looks at the
present-day differences that exist between the more drugtolerant societies like Holland and Switzerland and
countries advocating complete repression of these
substances. The author provides a comprehensive analysis of
the enormous social costs of the drug war that is coming
under increasing fire from all levels of society. Professor
Escohotado's work demonstrates that drugs have always
existed and been used by societies throughout the world and
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the contribution they have made to humanity's development
has been enormous. The choice we face today is to teach
people how to use them correctly or to continue to
indiscriminately demonize them. "Just say no," the author
says, is not an option. Just say "know" is. Antonio
Escohotado is a professor of philosophy and social science
methodology at the National University of Distance Education
in Madrid, Spain. He travels widely, offering lectures and
seminars on the subject of drugs and history.
A Brief History of Drugs
A Brief History of Computing
A Brief History of Culture, Sex, War and the Evolution of Us
A Brief History of Thought
A Brief History of the Evolution of Body Adornment in
Western Culture
A Brief History of the Future
For every Earth resident, an essential primer by Harvard's acclaimed
geologist "A fantastic distillation of Earth's history, from one of the
world's leading geologists. Engrossing, witty, and eminently
readable." --Steve Brusatte, author of The Rise and Fall of the
Dinosaurs Odds are, where you're standing was once cooking under a
roiling sea of lava, crushed by a towering sheet of ice, rocked by a
nearby meteor strike, or perhaps choked by poison gases, drowned
beneath ocean, perched atop a mountain range, or roamed by
fearsome monsters. Probably most or even all of the above. The story
of our home planet and the organisms spread across its surface is far
more spectacular than any Hollywood blockbuster, filled with enough
plot twists to rival a bestselling thriller. But only recently have we
begun to piece together the whole mystery into a coherent narrative.
Drawing on his decades of field research and up-to-the-minute
understanding of the latest science, renowned geologist Andrew H.
Knoll delivers a rigorous yet accessible biography of Earth, charting
our home planet's epic 4.6 billion-year story. Placing twenty firstcentury climate change in deep context, A Brief History of Earth is an
indispensable look at where we've been and where we're going.
Features original illustrations depicting Earth history and nearly 50
figures (maps, tables, photographs, graphs).
Ferocious and all encompassing, the First World War touched
countless lives in Europe and far beyond. In this volume, Susan R.
Grayzel explores the unprecedented nature of modern “Total War,”
and outlines the origins, experiences, and legacies of the war through
— and beyond — Europe and the West. The introduction offers
important insights into the cultural, political, and psychological
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landscape from which the war emerged, as well as a thoughtful
examination of the conduct of the war and its aftermath. A wide array
of documents, ranging from nationalist propaganda and diplomatic
agreements to poetry and intimate letters and journals, reveal the farreaching causes and consequences of this total war, and offer unique
perspectives from voices sometimes overlooked in the study of the
war — including colonial soldiers, contemporary psychologists, artists,
protestors, and women at the home front and the front lines. Incisive
document headnotes, maps, a chronology, questions to consider, and a
bibliography enrich students’ understanding of this fateful period.
This text presents a comprehensive view of the development of
Western civilization in a book that is half the size of conventional
survey texts. This book, which pioneered the brief format and is the
only one of its kind that is not an abridgment of a longer book, makes
convenient reading for students in survey courses and enables
instructors to assign supplementary materials without overburdening
student time or budgets. With its broad coverage of political, social,
cultural and religious themes, "A Brief History of the Western World"
lends itself to many different instructional approaches.
This accessible and enlightening history provides insights into the
fascinating genre of apocalyptic literature, showing how the
apocalypse encompasses far more than popular views of the last
judgment and violent end of the world might suggest. An accessible
and enlightening history of the "apocalypses"--ancient Jewish and
Christian works -- providing fresh insights into the fascinating genre
of literature Shows how the apocalypses were concerned not only with
popular views of the last judgment and violent end of the world, but
with reward and punishment after death, the heavenly temple, and the
revelation of astronomical phenomena and other secrets of nature
Traces the tradition of apocalyptic writing through the Middle Ages,
through to the modern era, when social movements still prophesise
the world’s imminent demise
A Brief History of the Middle East
The 100 Best Nonfiction Books of All Time
The Book of Humans
Brief History of Timekeeping
A Brief History
The First World War
A concise history of the last few millennia of humans discusses such topics as the
Mesoamerican calendars, cultural expression, and the seemingly disproportionate
role of the West in shaping the modern world.
From about 1970, Irish history moved into a fast-forward phase. Roy Foster’s new
book looks at the roots of the changes which came with an almost completely
unexpected wave of prosperity. With sympathy, astringency and humour, he
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examines the upheavals in economics, North-South attitudes, international
relations, demography, gender roles, sexual mores, culture and religion which
accompanied the boom, as well as the significance of such emblematic characters
as Mary Robinson, Bob Geldof and Charles Haughey. Luck and the Irish also
discusses the themes of corruption, scandal, New Age Celticism, popular culture
and the occasional retreat into reactionary attitudes that followed the
liberalization, enrichment and marketing of the New Ireland: and what these
transformations mean for Irish history in the long run.
The abuse of power, genocide, the destruction of total war, unimaginable cruelty
and the suffering of millions were all central features of Hitler's Nazi regime. Yet
the Nazis were also highly successful in manipulating images and information:
they mobilized and engaged vast numbers of people, caught the imagination of
the young and appeared remarkably modern to many contemporary observers.
Was the Third Reich a throwback to a mythical past or a brutally modern and
technologically advanced state? Was Hitler a strong dictator who achieved his
clear goals, or was his chaotic style of government symptomatic of a weak
dictator, unable to control the complex and contradictory forces that he had
unleashed? Was the Third Reich ruled by terror, or largely supported by a
compliant German population? Was the genocide against the Jews a peculiarly
German phenomenon, or a uniquely German expression of a terrible wider trend?
Whittock explores these and other key questions, interrogating the views of
different historians and drawing on a wealth of primary sources - from statesponsored art to diaries, letters and memoirs of both perpetrators and victims to provide an overview of the complex evidence. History should aim to put us
firmly in touch with the lives of people living in the past and the issues they
faced. Whittock never loses sight of the individuals whose lives were caught up in
these extraordinary events, while also giving a lucid overview of the bigger
picture.
An engaging illustrated history of feminism from antiquity through third-wave
feminism, featuring Sappho, Mary Magdalene, Mary Wollstonecraft, Sojourner
Truth, Simone de Beauvoir, and many others. The history of feminism? The right
to vote, Susan B. Anthony, Gloria Steinem, white pantsuits? Oh, but there's so
much more. And we need to know about it, especially now. In pithy text and
pithier comics, A Brief History of Feminism engages us, educates us, makes us
laugh, and makes us angry. It begins with antiquity and the early days of JudeoChristianity. (Mary Magdalene questions the maleness of Jesus's inner circle:
“People will end up getting the notion you don't want women to be priests.”
Jesus: “Really, Mary, do you always have to be so negative?”) It continues
through the Middle Ages, the Early Modern period, and the Enlightenment
(“Liberty, equality, fraternity!” “But fraternity means brotherhood!”). It covers
the beginnings of an organized women's movement in the nineteenth century,
second-wave Feminism, queer feminism, and third-wave Feminism. Along the
way, we learn about important figures: Olympe de Gouges, author of the
“Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen” (guillotined by
Robespierre); Flora Tristan, who linked the oppression of women and the
oppression of the proletariat before Marx and Engels set pen to paper; and the
poet Audre Lorde, who pointed to the racial obliviousness of mainstream
feminism in the 1970s and 1980s. We learn about bourgeois and working-class
issues, and the angry racism of some American feminists when black men got the
vote before women did. We see God as a long-bearded old man emerging from a
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cloud (and once, as a woman with her hair in curlers). And we learn the story so
far of a history that is still being written.
The Apocalypse
A Brief History of Commercial Capitalism
A Short History of Nearly Everything
A Brief History of Christianity
A Brief History of the Late Ottoman Empire
A Brief History of Feminism

The ultimate eye-opening journey through time and space, A Short
History of Nearly Everything is the biggest-selling popular
science book of the 21st century and has sold over 2 million
copies. 'Truly impressive...It's hard to imagine a better rough
guide to science.' Guardian 'A travelogue of science, with a
witty, engaging, and well-informed guide' The Times Bill Bryson
describes himself as a reluctant traveller, but even when he
stays safely at home he can't contain his curiosity about the
world around him. A Short History of Nearly Everything is his
quest to understand everything that has happened from the Big
Bang to the rise of civilization - how we got from there, being
nothing at all, to here, being us. Bill Bryson's challenge is to
take subjects that normally bore the pants off most of us, like
geology, chemistry and particle physics, and see if there isn't
some way to render them comprehensible to people who have never
thought they could be interested in science. As a result, A
Short History of Nearly Everything reveals the world in a way
most of us have never seen it before.
What do walking, weaving, observing, storytelling, singing,
drawing and writing have in common? The answer is that they all
proceed along lines. In this extraordinary book Tim Ingold
imagines a world in which everyone and everything consists of
interwoven or interconnected lines and lays the foundations for
a completely new discipline: the anthropological archaeology of
the line. Ingold’s argument leads us through the music of
Ancient Greece and contemporary Japan, Siberian labyrinths and
Roman roads, Chinese calligraphy and the printed alphabet,
weaving a path between antiquity and the present. Drawing on a
multitude of disciplines including archaeology, classical
studies, art history, linguistics, psychology, musicology,
philosophy and many others, and including more than seventy
illustrations, this book takes us on an exhilarating
intellectual journey that will change the way we look at the
world and how we go about in it. This Routledge Classics edition
includes a new preface by the author.
THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER From the timeless wisdom of ancient
Greece through to Christianity, the Enlightenment,
existentialism and postmodernism, A Brief History of Thought
brilliantly and accessibly explains the enduring teachings of
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philosophy – including its profound relevance in today’s world
as well as its essential role in achieving happiness and living
a meaningful life. This lively journey through the great
thinkers challenges every one of us to learn to think for
ourselves and asks us the most important question of all: how
can we live better?
The Internet is the most remarkable thing human beings have
built since the Pyramids. John Naughton's book intersperses
wonderful personal stories with an authoritative account of
where the Net actually came from, who invented it and why and
where it might be taking us. Most of us have no idea how the
Internet works, or who created it. Even fewer have any idea what
it means for society and the future. In a cynical age, John
Naughton has not lost his capacity for wonder. He examines the
nature of his own enthusiasm for technology and traces its roots
in his lonely childhood and in his relationship with his father.
A Brief History of the Future is an intensely personal
celebration of vision and altruism, ingenuity and determination
and, above all, of the power of ideas, passionately felt, to
change the world.
Doctor Who: A Brief History of Time Lords
The Middle East
MULCASTERŚ ELEMENTARIE
A Brief History of the Mediterranean
A Brave and Controversial Look at the Twenty-First Century
A Brief History of Tomorrow

The science of cryptology is made up of two halves. Cryptography is
the study of how to create secure systems for communications.
Cryptanalysis is the study of how to break those systems. The conflict
between these two halves of cryptology is the story of secret writing.
For over 2,000 years, the desire to communicate securely and secretly
has resulted in the creation of numerous and increasingly complicated
systems to protect one's messages. Yet for every system there is a
cryptanalyst creating a new technique to break that system. With the
advent of computers the cryptographer seems to finally have the upper
hand. New mathematically based cryptographic algorithms that use
computers for encryption and decryption are so secure that bruteforce techniques seem to be the only way to break them – so far. This
work traces the history of the conflict between cryptographer and
cryptanalyst, explores in some depth the algorithms created to protect
messages, and suggests where the field is going in the future.
'From the Fury of the Northmen deliver us, O Lord.' Between the
eighth and eleventh centuries, the Vikings surged from their
Scandinavian homeland to trade, raid and invade along the coasts of
Europe. Their influence and expeditions extended from Newfoundland
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to Baghdad, their battles were as far-flung as Africa and the Arctic.
But were they great seafarers or desperate outcasts, noble heathens or
oafish pirates, the last pagans or the first of the modern Europeans?
This concise study puts medieval chronicles, Norse sagas and Muslim
accounts alongside more recent research into ritual magic, genetic
profiling and climatology. It includes biographical sketches of some of
the most famous Vikings, from Erik Bloodaxe to Saint Olaf, and King
Canute to Leif the Lucky. It explains why the Danish king Harald
Bluetooth lent his name to a twenty-first century wireless technology;
which future saint laughed as she buried foreign ambassadors alive;
why so many Icelandic settlers had Irish names; and how the last
Viking colony was destroyed by English raiders. Extending beyond the
traditional 'Viking age' of most books, A Brief History of the Vikings
places sudden Scandinavian population movement in a wider historical
context. It presents a balanced appraisal of these infamous sea kings,
explaining both their swift expansion and its supposed halt. Supposed
because, ultimately, the Vikings didn't disappear: they turned into us.
*FROM THE BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF A BRIEF HISTORY OF
EVERYONE WHO EVER LIVED and HOW TO ARGUE WITH A RACIST*
WHAT MAKES US HUMAN? Waging war? Sex for pleasure? Creating
art? Mastery of fire? In this thrilling tour of the animal kingdom,
Adam Rutherford tells the story of how we became the unique
creatures we are today. Illuminated by the latest scientific discoveries,
THE BOOK OF HUMANS is a dazzling compendium of what
unequivocally fixes us as animals, and reveals how we are
extraordinary among them. *** 'Adam Rutherford is a superb
communicator, who eruditely explores the borderlands of history,
archaeology, genetics and anthropology in this fascinating tour of our
species' DAN SNOW 'This superbly accessible discussion about who we
humans really are is important and necessary' CHRIS PACKHAM
'Charming, compelling and packed with information. I learned more
about biology from this short book than I did from years of science
lessons' PETER FRANKOPAN 'An outstandingly clear and witty account
that shows beyond doubt how much we are part of the animal world,
and yet at the same time how different we have become' HENRY
MARSH
A Brief History of Ancient Greek accessibly depicts the social history
of this ancient language from its Indo-European roots to the present
day. Explains key relationships between the language and literature of
the Classical period (500 - 300 BC) Provides a social history of the
language which transliterates and translates all Greek as appropriate,
and is therefore accessible to readers who know little or no Greek
Written in the framework of modern sociolinguistic theory, relating
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the development of Ancient Greek to its social and political context
Reflects the latest thinking on subjects such as Koiné Greek and the
relationship between literary and vernacular Greek
A Brief History of the Vikings
A Brief History of Ancient Greek
A Brief History of Ireland
Politics, Society, and Culture
Four Billion Years in Eight Chapters
A Brief History with Documents
‘Entertaining and engrossing’ Sean Carroll Press the snooze button on your alarm once too often
and you soon remember the importance of good timekeeping. That need to tell the time connects you
to over five thousand years of human history, from the first solstice markers at Newgrange to quartz
crystal oscillating in your watch today. Science underpins time: measuring the movement of Sun,
Earth and Moon, and unlocking the mysteries of quantum mechanics and relativity theory – the key
to ultra-precise atomic clocks. Yet time is also socially decided: the Gregorian calendar we use today
came out of fraught politics, while the ancient Maya used sophisticated astronomical observations to
produce a calendar system unlike any other. In his quirky and accessible style, Chad Orzel reveals the
wondrous physics that makes time something we can set, measure and know.
A Brief History of Tea
A Brief History of Ancient Greece
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